MAIDEN NEWTON ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON
THURSDAY 12 MAY 2011
IN COMMUNAL ROOM WEBBERS PIECE

CHAIR:  Chairman Mrs S Falkingham
PRESENT: 
Cllr. A Goff












Cllr. N Higman  

Cllr. N House
Cllr. Mrs Padfield
Cllr. P Valinski

Cllr. Mrs Haynes

Nine members of the public attended the meeting.

· Cllr Mrs Haynes confirmed that the stretch of the A356 passing through Maiden Newton and Frome Vauchurch will be totally resurfaced. This work will commence on 16/05/2011 and will take two weeks to complete. During these two weeks parts of the road will be closed, between 09:30 and 15:30, to all vehicles except emergency vehicles, delivery vehicles to local businesses and the bus leaving Greenford School in the afternoon. Four inches of the current surface is to be removed and the road planeings are to be given to the Parish Council (for use on the allotment site). Cllr Mrs Haynes asked people to contact her or a member of the Parish Council if they had a problem regarding the road working arrangements.
· Members of the public expressed the following concerns over Planning Application 1/D/11/000482 i) the road is unadopted and increased vehicular movement/parking and the loss of turning bay outside No. 6 will raise maintenance and access issues ii) title deeds regarding number of properties per plot.
Any Other Business raised by Councillors: 
· None.  

ACTION

	1
	Acceptance of Office by members of Council:
· ‘Declarations of Acceptance of Office of Councillor’ were signed by all councillors, except Cllr. Mrs Dyke, and collected by Clerk to process. Cllr. Mrs Dyke to complete her Acceptance form on return from her holiday. 
	DW

	2
	Apologies:

· Cllr. Mrs C Dyke
	

	3
	Declarations of Interest: 
· Agenda Item 16. Allotments – Cllr. Mrs Padfield, Cllr. Valinski and Cllr. Higman.
	

	4
	Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman:

· Cllr. Valinski proposed, Cllr. Mrs Padfield seconded and Council agreed Cllr Mrs Falkingham continue as Chairman. Cllr Mrs Falkingham agreed to continue as Chairman.

· Cllr. Valinski proposed, Cllr. Higman seconded and Council agreed Cllr. House be Vice Chairman. Cllr. House agreed to be Vice Chairman.
	

	5
	Appointment of Representatives and Cheque Signatories:

· Chairman Mrs Falkingham informed the Council that Mr C Slade will continue as Maiden Newton Parish Council’s Footpath representative.

The following representatives were appointed:

· Cllr. House and Cllr. Goff as Allotment representatives.

· Cllr. Mrs Padfield as Fire Pump House representative.

· Cllr. Higman as Ancient Monument representative.

· Cllr. Higman as Maiden Newton Village Hall representative (Cllr. Mrs Dyke is Chair of Village Hall Committee)

· Cllr. Mrs Dyke and Cllr. Goff as Play Area representatives.

· Chairman Mrs Falkingham as Transport representative (advert to be placed in the Herald for second representative from the Parish). 

· Chairman Mrs Falkingham and Cllr. Mrs Padfield as Dorchester Area Community Partnership representatives.
· Cllr. Valinski, Cllr. House and Cllr. Higman as Youth and Community Centre representatives.

· Cllr. Valinski and Cllr. Higman as Playing Field and Multi-use Games Area (MUGA) representatives.

· Cllr. House and Cllr Goff as Emergency representatives.

· Chairman Mrs Falkingham, Cllr. Mrs Dyke and Cllr. Higman as DAPTC representatives.

· Gate Licence representative to be agreed at later date.
Cllr. Mrs Padfield, Cllr Mrs Dyke, Cllr Valinski, and Chairman Mrs Falkingham agreed to be cheque signatories.
	SF / DW

	6
	Standing Orders and Financial Regulations:

· Standing Orders and Financial Regulations were considered and agreed by Council. Cllr House proposed, Cllr Valinski seconded and Council agreed Chairman Mrs Falkingham could receive and make telephone calls on behalf of the Clerk if she is unavailable. 
	SF

	7
	Minutes of Last Meeting – 7 April 2011:

· These were approved and signed by the Chairman.     
	

	8
	Matters Arising: 
· None.
	

	9
	Chairman’s Report:

· Chairman’s Report was circulated.
· Chairman Mrs Falkingham thanked District Cllr. Patmore, Parish Cllrs. Mike Andrews, David Charman, Norman House, Keith Pritchard and Paul Valinski and the Clerk for their work during the last year.

· Cllr Higman proposed, Cllr Goff seconded and Council agreed to Maiden Newton volunteering to be a rural transport hub.

· Footpath maintenance and future of village car parks to be Agenda items at next Parish Council meeting.

· Request for installation of a grit bin in Cattistock Road to be investigated.

· The current situation regarding ‘Little Watering Way to be investigated.
· Clerk reported no correspondence had been received from the developer’s solicitor regarding The Green at Harveys Close and the West Dorset District Council Planning Department were aware.

· Chairman Mrs Falkingham informed Council that a site visit is to be made by the Enforcement Officer, West Dorset District Council of the area on Manor Farm where motorcycle events continue to be held.
· Chairman Mrs Falkingham reported that Mr Minty had completed the repair work to the War Memorial. Clerk to write letter of thanks on behalf of the Parish Council.
· Chairman Mrs Falkingham thanked all those who took part in the annual Parish Spring Clean on 10/04/2011. She thanked Cllr. Higman for clearing the cycle path of dog’s faeces. 
	SF

SF / DW

SF / DW

DW



	10
	Correspondence:
· ‘da21 Spring 2011 Newsletter’ Circulated.

· ‘Community News’ Dorset Community Action Spring 2011. Circulated.

· ‘Clerks and Councils Direct’ May 2011 Issue 75.

· Ms V Martin, Senior Planning Officer, West Dorset District Council – Re: Parish/Town Development Survey. Circulated.
· Ms F Keene, Chair Cattistock Tennis Club – Re: Use of Multi-use Games Area (MUGA). Clerk to respond and request the return of the key and net handle.
· Mr S Williams, Planning Enforcement Officer, West Dorset District Council – Re: Repair to shelter on Platform 2 of Maiden Newton Railway Station.
· Mr I Foulger, Scheme Project Manager, Dorset County Council – Re: A356 Maiden Newton and Frome Vauchurch carriageway resurfacing. Circulated and displayed on Parish notice boards.

· Mr C Slade – Copy of emails sent to Dorset County Council regarding Parish footpaths. Circulated.
	DW



	11
	Planning Applications and Planning:        
· Ms C Loveridge, West Dorset District Council – Re: CA/11/00120. This application was discussed and the corporate view of the Parish Council is that it has no objections. 
· 1/D/11/000543 Maiden Newton Mill, 76 Dorchester Road, DT2 0BG – Redevelopment of former mill. Convert redundant mill buildings to form 2 additional dwellings. Alterations and extensions to existing two dwellings and works to outbuildings to create garaging/car ports. Change of use of ground floor to Use Class B1. This application was discussed and the corporate view of the Parish Council is that - Please note error in submission. The River Frome does not pass under the Mill but the Mill stream, which does, is taken off the main river some ¼ mile further north.
Although privately owned, the grade 2 listed Mill is right at the centre of the village and of the conservation area. It is much photographed, etc. It has been apparent from recent history that a variety of planning applications has created confusion.
The retention of some employment (non-residential floor space) on the ground floor is welcomed. No objection to change of use from B2 (general industrial) to B1 (office/R&D/light industrial) as will probably generate less vehicle traffic.
However, is this in reality a residential only scheme? The plans show i) no designated parking/turning areas etc. For employment use ii) no internal changes to provide toilets, rest areas for employment use iii) there is only one external door opening for the proposed employment area resulting in no provision for an alternative fire escape route.

We fear that the proposed B1 use will either be forgotten, not rented and the area will end up as a private gated residential area, a development which is not acceptable in the centre of the village.
The almost complete renewal of windows fails to acknowledge the industrial heritage of this group of buildings. The listed buildings officer’s comments on application no. 1/D/11/001907 have not been fully addressed. The proposed replacement of industrial iron windows on the W gable of the Mill above the water wheel will result in loss of character. Whilst the Corn Store is not listed, replacement of the varied windows in the west elevation with standard sized modern wooden casements will be detrimental to the setting of the listed buildings and weaken the character of the conservation area.
The application is incoherent and inconsistent. Britain’s water mills are an important part of our heritage, whatever their current condition. Any change of use should not preclude a future owner from sympathetically restoring the mill.

Maiden Newton Parish Council does not support this application.
· 1/D/11/000544 Listed Building Consent Maiden Newton Mill, 76 Dorchester Road, DT2 0BG – Redevelopment of former mill. Convert redundant mill buildings to form 2 additional dwellings. Alterations and extensions to existing two dwellings and works to outbuildings to create garaging/car ports. Change of use of ground floor to Use Class B1. This application was discussed and the corporate view of the Parish Council is that - Please note error in submission. The River Frome does not pass under the Mill but the Mill stream, which does, is taken off the main river some ¼ mile further north.

Although privately owned, the grade 2 listed Mill is right at the centre of the village and of the conservation area. It is much photographed, etc. It has been apparent from recent history that a variety of planning applications has created confusion.

The retention of some employment (non-residential floor space) on the ground floor is welcomed. No objection to change of use from B2 (general industrial) to B1 (office/R&D/light industrial) as will probably generate less vehicle traffic.

However, is this in reality a residential only scheme? The plans show i) no designated parking/turning areas etc. For employment use ii) no internal changes to provide toilets, rest areas for employment use iii) there is only one external door opening for the proposed employment area resulting in no provision for an alternative fire escape route.

We fear that the proposed B1 use will either be forgotten, not rented and the area will end up as a private gated residential area, a development which is not acceptable in the centre of the village.

The almost complete renewal of windows fails to acknowledge the industrial heritage of this group of buildings. The listed buildings officer’s comments on application no. 1/D/11/001907 have not been fully addressed. The proposed replacement of industrial iron windows on the W gable of the Mill above the water wheel will result in loss of character. Whilst the Corn Store is not listed, replacement of the varied windows in the west elevation with standard sized modern wooden casements will be detrimental to the setting of the listed buildings and weaken the character of the conservation area.

The subdivision of the outside areas could lead to pressure for sheds, greenhouses, etc which will spoil appearances.
The application is incoherent and inconsistent. Britain’s water mills are an important part of our heritage, whatever their current condition. Any change of use should not preclude a future owner from sympathetically restoring the mill.

Maiden Newton Parish Council does not support this application.

· 1/D/11/000184 and 1/D/11/000185 Listed Building Consent The Old School, Church Road – Photovoltaic panels and cladding of side elevation in timber. Council informed planning permission granted on 21/04/2011. Circulated.
· 1/D/10/001424 Listed Building Consent Forge Cottage, Dorchester Road, DT2 0BG – Replace windows, demolish conservatory and new fence. Approval of condition details. Circulated.
· 1/D/11/000482 Land adjacent to 6 Ashleigh Avenue – Approval of reserved matters of outline permission 1/D/10/000588 to erect bungalow and garage. This application was discussed and the corporate view of the Parish Council is that it has no objection to changes proposed but requests the following concerns of neighbours are taken into account – i) the road is unadopted and increased vehicular movement/parking and the loss of turning bay outside No. 6 will raise maintenance and access issues ii) title deeds regarding number of properties per plot. The meeting was suspended at 20:20 while a member of the public advised residents to seek legal advice regarding the proposed development, Meeting reconvened at 20:25.
· 1/D/11/000537 8 Newton Road, DT2 0BT – New house, alter vehicular access and form new boundary. This application was discussed and the corporate view of the Parish Council is that Maiden Newton Parish Council objects to this application for the following reasons: i) Although the proposed building has been reduced in size and the windows overlooking No. 4 Dorchester Road will be non opening and have obscured glass the building will still block light to No. 4 Dorchester Road. ii) Increased vehicular movement adjacent to the bus shelter and bus stop. Maiden Newton Parish Council requests the views and comments of neighbours are taken into account.  
· 1/D/11/000642 The Gables, 1 Bull Lane, DT2 0BQ – First floor extension. This application was discussed and the corporate view of the Parish Council is that it has no objections to this application.
· 1/D/11/000426 5 White Horse Mews, DT2 0BG – Replace conservatory. Circulated.
· 1/D/11/000694 15 Bull Lane – Retain photovoltaic panels. Circulated.
	

	12
	Accounts for Payment:
· S.C.Marsh (Re-seed cleared area on Allotment Grazing site) - £180.

· Mr J Carver (Grass cutting) - £ 344.44p.

· Magna Housing Association Ltd (Hire of room for monthly meeting (May 2011) - £12.

· PAYE (May 2011) - £62.40p.
· Clerks Salary (May 2011) - £249.76p.
· Petty Cash - £50.

Chairman Mrs Falkingham reported that the quarterly accounts check for January – March 2011 has been completed. The draft Receipts and Payments Statement for 2010-2011 was discussed and Chairman Mrs Falkingham informed Council that Mrs Lesley Fox will be carrying out the internal audit before the next Parish Council meeting.
	

	13
	Traffic Management Works on the A356:

· As reported by Cllr. Mrs Haynes above. 
	

	14
	Play Area:
· Cllr Mrs Dyke provided attached written report for the meeting.
· Quote to be obtained to repair surface that is shrinking from the grass edge.
	CJ / DW

	15
	Hedley Haward Memorial Playing Field and Multi-useGames Area (MUGA):

· Cllr. Valinski informed Council that he is still awaiting the notice (stating that horses, dogs and bicycles are not allowed on the Playing Field) ordered for the gate at the entrance of the Playing Field.
· Clerk to remind Mr J Carver to clear the growing weeds surrounding the MUGA. 
	DW

	16
	Allotments:

· Clerk to request tenant to remove her shed and other property from Allotment No. 36b by early June as she no longer wishes to rent the allotment and there is a waiting list for allotment plots. 
	DW



	17
	DAPTC Matters:
· Cllr. House reported he had attended a DAPTC meeting when the Lengthsman Scheme was discussed and the suggestion of a shared person between Parishes was made.
	

	18
	Report on Meetings Attended:
· Chairman Mrs Falkingham attended Heart of Wessex Community Rail Partnership meeting on 15/04/2011. See attached report.
· Chairman Mrs Falkingham attended West Dorset Partnership Transport Sub Group meeting on 09/05/2011. See attached report.                                                    
	

	19
	Items for Next Meeting:
· Footpaths
· Car Parks
· West Dorset District Council Parish/Town Development Survey
· Allotments 
· Play Area.
· Hedley Haward Memorial Playing Field and Multi-use Games Area (MUGA)
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9:00pm. Date of next meeting: 02/06/2011 starting at 7pm.
	


Parish Clerk: Mrs Diane Wright-56 Dorchester Rd, Maiden Newton


                                                     Tel 01300 320053




